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PREFACE

Lawrence Weekly is a native Las Vegan and recalls growing up on the Westside during the
1970s and 1980s, attending Matt Kelly Elementary School and graduating from Western High
School (1982).
He navigated the odds, graduated from Grambling State University in Louisiana (1987) and
returned to his hometown to pursue a career in communications and public service. His
leadership qualities and concern for the local community earned him a position as a City
Councilman starting in 1999. This career continued until March 6, 2007, when he was appointed
Clark County Commissioner representing District D.
Lawrence is a tireless leader on a number of boards, an active Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity
member where he holds a national office, and the host of a weekly radio show on
KCEP/Power88 called Straight Talk.
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This is Claytee White. It is April 22nd, 2013, and I am with Lawrence Weekly in his office
in downtown Las Vegas.
So how are you today?
I'm well. And yourself?
Good. Lawrence, just in general, tell me a little about your early life and growing up.
Well, my early life was pretty interesting for the most part. When I was around six, seven years
of age, my mother became a single mother; it was a struggle. She battled with unemployment.
She had to seek government assistance at one point in her life. Growing up in West Las Vegas it
was amazing because everybody in the community—we all had very similar stories and similar
struggles. We weren't really all that aware of our conditions; meaning we weren't too aware that
we were poor, we were struggling, because we never missed a beat. We never missed Christmas.
We never missed Easter. We always had Thanksgiving dinner. How those mothers were able to
pull it together, it was amazing.
If I can recall, the only thing that I think—if I had to say—I missed out on one was a
store-bought birthday cake. You'd always hear about other kids having birthday parties and
you'd see some of their parents bringing cupcakes or a half sheet of cake to the school. For our
birthdays they were all homemade, right off the stove; you had to be careful not to slam the door
and run so the cake don't fall and lean over. But they were the best birthday cakes ever. So my
childhood experiences were very humbling.
So where did you go to school?
Here in the Clark County School District from kindergarten through twelfth grade.
What was the first school, elementary?
First school, elementary was Matt Kelly on J Street. I went to Matt Kelly in kindergarten, Mrs.
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Green. It's amazing; I went there in kindergarten and that's when Matt Kelly and the
neighborhood schools in West Las Vegas were all sixth grade centers. So I went there in
kindergarten and then I was bussed out of the neighborhood and then I came back in the
neighborhood in sixth grade at Matt Kelly.
So when were you born?
Here in Las Vegas. April 16, 1964.
Wow, you're so young. So, '64, so yeah, you remember the sixth grade centers; they
started in the seventies.
Yep.
So do you think it was a great education?
I do. I believe teachers really cared. A lot of teachers care today, but they have so much more
stress on them today. I feel sorry for teachers that they get treated the way they do. But yes, I
think it was what it was; we did the best we could.
And where was high school?
Western High School, right here in Las Vegas. Loved Western. I went to Western on a zone
variance. My mother had moved out of Housing Authority and moved into a mobile home park
and I was zoned for Valley High School. I didn't want to go to Valley, and so I used my father's
address and got a zone variance and attended Western.
Why didn't you want to go to Valley?
Western was a lot of friends that I grew up with. It was a really good environment.
Tell me what kinds of activities high school students participated in. I just did some
interviews with Rancho High School students from back in the sixties and they did a lot of
cruising Fremont Street. What did high school students do when you were in high school?
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When I was in high school everybody played sports. Everybody was on the basketball, football,
track team. The girls played sports or they were cheerleaders. We were in the Soul Club.
What is that?
It's like the human relations; they used to call it the Human Relations Club. But the Soul Club
was just a black organization that focused around Black History Month and black student
activities on campus. Students were involved in stuff. Then the interesting thing was a lot of us
had after-school jobs.
Doing what?
Working in the mall. Working in fast foods. I worked in the mall.
I worked in the Fashion Show Mall in high school. Then I became a busboy at Circus
Circus and then a waiter. I was a senior in high school making like 40 to 60 dollars a night in
tips. Yeah, I was a high school student with that kind of money.
So a lot of parents were afraid of their kids working on the Strip because of that; they were
afraid they wouldn't go to college. What made you decide to go to college even though you
were making a lot of money?
No, for us that was never a fear put into my generation. A lot of us worked because we wanted
the latest tennis shoes, we wanted the latest clothes, and our parents didn't have the money to do
that. So we had unrestricted dollars. You know what I mean? We lived at home but—because I
remember several of my friends, a lot of us had after-school jobs and I don't ever remember us
having to pay bills; we just had unrestricted money. It was amazing.
Did you have your own car?
No, but it was almost like I had my own car because I would use my mom' s car.
And you could go back and forth to work?
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I'd get up in the morning, go to school, zoom home from school, take her to work, I'd go to work
or I had after-school activities and then I'd be off and done in time enough to go get her. Yeah,
it was cool.
Amazing, great. So why—oh, let me get the right college.
Grambling.
[Laughing] Oh, okay.
Grambling State University [Grambling. Louisiana], of course.
So why Grambling and how?
Oh, one of my very best friends, my godmother's son went to Grambling and he was so elated
about it. And then what made it work for me was the fact that my grandmother lived in
Alexandria, which is like an hour and a half away from the campus. So it was a win-win for me
and it was a no-brainer. But the only downfall of it was it was just too far from Las Vegas for
me. But I eventually adapted and, lo and behold, graduated president of my class. Yeah, senior
class president. Can you believe that?
w h a t was your major?
Communications and public relations.
Okay, yes. That's right. What were the differences that you experienced leaving Las
vegas going to the South? w h a t was that like?
Leaving Vegas and going to the South for school, the biggest difference was the fundamentals of
mannerisms. 'Yes, ma'am. No, ma'am.' How to pray before a meal. How to be thankful. How
to wear a shirt and tie to certain things. How to step up and take responsibility.
And then the theme of Grambling is the place where everybody is somebody and owning
your blackness and feeling good about who you are and then being able to leave the campus and
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go out into the world and feel like you can do and be anything you want to be. But then for a lot
of people who really aren't aware of that they take it as 'who is this young arrogant individual
that believes the world owes him something?' And that wasn't the case; it was just this historical
black university instilled these values and this self-confidence in me that said you really can be
whatever you want to do; you just trust in God and believe in yourself and go out there and get it
and when you walk into a room feel like you own the room and feel like I'm supposed to be
here.
I'm from North Carolina.
Yeah.
I just interviewed Simeon Holloway over the weekend.
Love him, one of my fraternity brothers.
Yes. And he told me about being Kappa, what it meant being Kappa. And he's 93.
Yes.
So I want to hear about being Kappa when you are younger like you are.
Being a Kappa is an amazing experience. Being Kappa is just—it's awesome. I love Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity Incorporated. I love our concepts and what we're about in terms of
achievement and every field of human endeavor.
I am fortunate that I'm a national officer. I am the chairman of the Kappa Alpha Psi's
Achievement Academy where it's a national mentorship program where those of us that are
alumni men, we make ourselves readily available to our undergraduates, exposing them to the
different fields of endeavor throughout their careers. And so to be the national director and
know that I'm having an opportunity to make a national impact on young men who are looking
up to so many of us, it's an amazing experience. So many people look at fraternities and
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sororities and think negative.
And think partying.
Think partying.
If you're not from the South that's what you think.
Yeah, think it's about a party all the time, think it's about hazing and beating up people and
drinking all the time. And that's such a small percentage of what it's about. People don't know
all the phenomenal people who are Kappa men or who are in some of the other fraternities and
sororities; they've been vitally important in terms of helping the world go round. So it's been a
great, wonderful experience being Kappa man.
Great. Tell me about how that carries over into the Westside community. I hear you on
your radio show and I know some of the things you do. Could you share some of those?
Just my affiliation with Kappa Alpha Psi and how it carries over into West Las Vegas, when you
look at Kermit Roosevelt Booker Elementary School, Kermit Booker was Kappa man. Kermit
Booker made such a significant contribution in West Las Vegas, he and his family. Theron
Goynes Elementary School. Theron Goynes, of course, was a mayor pro tem for the City of
North Las Vegas. He's a Kappa man. You look at Judge Timothy Williams, District Court
Judge Timothy Williams is Kappa man. Many of us give a lot of our time and we spend a lot of
time through tutoring. Anthony Marentic who is the dean of students at Charles I. West is a
Kappa man. Anthony Marentic is an administrator at Charles I. West; he's a Kappa. State
Assemblyman Jason Frierson is a Kappa man. State Senator Aaron Ford is a Kappa man. So
there are just a lot of influential Kappa men. Dr. Timothy Wilson who started Smiles Dentistry
is a Kappa man.
So how do you help young men on the Westside?
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We help via mentoring, the Kappa Leadership League. I founded the Las Vegas Kappa
Leadership League 25 years ago. I founded it right in the heart of west Las Vegas. It's amazing;
some of my first mentees when I started the program was Congressman Steven Horsford, Ricki
Barlow. So you can imagine over 25 years and the program is still going strong today.
Tell me about the program. What do you do?
We're mentors to the young men. The Kappa Leadership League, it's under the guidance of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Incorporated. The Kappa league stresses academic achievement,
community service, college and career preparation and just the overall development of high
school young men. And so when you look over a 25-year span, we probably have mentored and
have passed through our program probably close to fifteen hundred young men.
Who were your mentors on the Westside, political, businessmen, anyone that you
considered a mentor?
Two men that I truly adore to this day are—Bob Bailey. Bob Bailey is the love of my life. He
has been just such a beacon of light and inspiration for me. Wendell Williams probably was a
launching pad for me being in politics today.
Tell me more about that, about Wendell and what he did.
Wendell really just kind of—I think Wendell saw something in me that I didn't see in myself as a
young undergrad in college. My talk show that I do today, Straight Talk, I've been doing
Straight Talk 25 years, maybe 25, 26 years. [KCEP.power88 radio station]
I had no idea. That was well before I got here.
Yeah. Wendell Williams is the founder of Straight Talk. He brought Straight Talk to the
airwaves.
I can't wait; I'm interviewing him soon.

7

He just kind of took me under his wing from Martin Luther King Committee to legislative
committees. He helped me at meetings at night and on the weekends and in Carson City. I was
just his shadow.
Wow.
Yeah, yeah. Yeah, pretty amazing.
Yes, it is. So Bob Bailey, how did you meet Bob Bailey and get in contact with that family?
I love them, as well.
Well, I went to high school with his daughter. She's a few years older than me, but that's how I
came in contact with the Bailey family. But then just through my course of being active in the
community and getting involved with certain things, I met him one time and was star struck.
He just kind of adopted me as a son, he and Anna, and the relationship just grew from
there.
I want to end by talking about the issues that are important to you, as a city councilman, as
a county commissioner. I know that young people are and we've talked about that a bit.
What are some of the other issues that you—
Issues that are really important to me right now are—I worry so much about the plight of African
Americans and how relevant are we today. I think we have taken ourselves so for granted that
we have just discounted each other. This is through my own assessment, through my own set of
eyes that as I look at it from a political standpoint from the inside looking out I look at how
America has just kind of pushed us to the side and have made it all about Hispanics and how
irrelevant we are today. And I always wonder—if I had a magic wand I would love to be able to
just say, okay, in the next election all African Americans, we're all going to stay home and we're
not going to go vote; on one day, all African Americans, we're not going to spend one dollar in
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this country; we're just going to sit back and not spend a dollar and let America assess our
viability and what type of impact do we really have in this country. Everybody else knows our
value, but I think we've forgotten our value and it troubles me.
So you think blacks have forgotten?
Yes, and I think so because many of us have become so successful with having the ability to live
wherever we want. You've got a lot of blacks right here in Las Vegas, oh, I don't go on the
Westside; I don't eat chitlins; I don't do fried chicken. And you know what? All of that stuff is
what made us who we are today.
Now, I don't do chitlins.
I don't do it either. But I don't have a problem if the person sitting next to me are eating chitlins;
that's their business.
Exactly. And I want to live on the Westside. I want the Westside to look—
Like everywhere else.
Yes.
But I don't even have a problem if you live in a gated community on top of Mount Charleston.
That's your right.
Exactly.
And I think that's beautiful. But I think that there is a time and a place for everything and I think
that for us to not galvanize and not come together on things that are so relevant to our
community. The black male right now academically is at the bottom of the totem pole. When he
is lower than a Hispanic, there's a problem. It's a problem. And I don't mean that in a racial
way because I have a lot of Hispanic colleagues and a lot of constituents; they work their butts
off; they've taken advantage of every opportunity that's out there. And we have nobody to
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blame but us. We have nobody to blame but us because we're not forcing the issue. The village
concept, as far as we're concerned, it doesn't exist anymore.
So what should we do? I mean other than not voting or not spending money for a day.
I just think what it does is somehow we need a shot of infusion. We need to be reenergized. We
need to be reassessed. That mirror needs to be held up to say Black America, wake up, get your
head out of sand, stop thinking that you've made it. Because if you and I, Claytee, have made it,
but look at our sister over here, look at our brother over here. Because the sad part is we all get
painted with the same paint brush.
And in some cases we do have to be our brother and our sister's keeper. We have to care
about the plight of our race. We have to care about the plight of our existence. We cannot sit
back and allow this black man [President Barak Obama] who's in the White House to be
disrespected like he is and we don't say a word.
Exactly.
There's just something wrong with this picture. The country doesn't want to have a conversation
dealing with race, but we need to have a conversation about race, but we need to have a
conversation about our internal race issues because we have a problem with each other.
I agree. The reason I'm interviewing is because we are doing and oral history project of
the African American community in Las Vegas from as far back as we can go until the
present. I'm interviewing everybody; I'm talking about no matter who you are, whether
you've worked as a maid, whether you are a politician, a schoolteacher; it makes no
difference. I'm asking everyone some of the same questions about the Westside, about life,
about what all of this means. And I agree with you. I think integration, we see it as our
major accomplishment, but I also think that that was one of the problems with the
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Westside community and what happened to it.
I' m just boggled by a lot of the dialogue about the Westside; that everybody keeps talking about
the Westside because most people spend so much time talking about what the Westside used to
be. I've watched a couple of documentaries about the Westside and I've seen some people who
they've interviewed and they've made comments about, oh, the Westside ain't what it used to be
and this is a shame about the Westside. But I have never seen any of those people come back
and do a doggone thing, not bring one penny to the Westside, not come to a city council meeting
or a county commission meeting to raise one question about how can we. This is a
take-take-take-take situation.
Being an elected official, being a member of that city council was probably one of the
toughest jobs because you're one vote and trying to get people to come out and help you fight on
certain issues. See, the Westside is not going to ever look like Summerlin and Green Valley
because we have too many issues. When you look at West Las Vegas and you look at many of
them dirt lots, you've got property owner A who own this one, ten feet away property owner B
owns that one, C, D, E, and so on. Well, what if the first three want to get together and link their
properties together? Well, then you got two to three other ones, don't touch my property; I'm
saving my property to pass on to my kids, which is fine. But then you turn around and don't pay
your taxes on your property and then it gets taken from you. The county owns it. They auction
it off. Some out-of-state person comes in and purchases it. Instead of us assembling parcels, get
enough of them assembled where we can build something, where we can say, all right, now we
have 20 or 30 acres over here in West Las Vegas; let's wheel and deal, City of Las Vegas; let's
wheel and deal, Clark County; let's go. Nobody's going to come in and invest over there with
one parcel here and then you got a church in the middle of it here and then you got—you've got
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to fight. I mean when I first set out to widen Martin Luther King Boulevard that was like pulling
wisdom teeth that didn't exist.
Why?
Ricki Barlow will tell you. He came in after I left and came here and brought up the rear, and
thank God. Ricki finished that project and it's beautiful. I had the front end of it where we were
going to those properties. I mean we walked those businesses on the east side. We had to hit
those property owners, Bonanza Village on the Westside. And Lord have mercy, it wasn't an
easy task. My vision was I wanted to have one of the most beautiful Martin Luther Kings in the
nation; that was my vision. Does it look beautiful? It does. It doesn't look like what I want it to
look like, but I like what it looks like. But it was hard.
You've got them dirt lots right there on Martin Luther King right now. Something can be
done there. But because you've got property owners that don't want to play, what do you do?
Nobody politically wants to come in and enforce eminent domain; it's political suicide.
Exactly. So what can we do as a community, not just the elected officials?
The community has to come in and say we have to look at the big picture for all of us, for the
community as a whole. But while we're sitting there on our hands fighting and arguing with
each other about what West Las Vegas needs to look like, West Las Vegas has done turned into a
Hispanic nation. So what are we building it up for?
Okay. So tell me about a couple of your other issues.
I mean that's it; that's my issue.
How do you come to work every day?
Through prayer because I know that still there are lives out there that we touch. I'm not big on
press releases and standing on top of buildings saying, hey, look what I've done, look what I've
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done. I'm not into that. I just come and I do my best because at the end of the day no voter is
ever going to have a final say-so of my eternal life. So I come in and I do the best that I can and
my whole thought is that, God, if I can come in and make a difference in one person's life, at the
end of my life when mine is all said and done I'd like for you to look at me and just say well
done.
I am in the black community all the time. I know so many people now especially with this
project. What can someone do to pull people together to talk about these issues?
It starts with one person at a time. You wrap your brain around it, you put a little mixture of
passion and concern, and then you go out and you grab one person and start talking to them. We
just have to change the mind-set of our people one person at a time. People that currently live in
West Las Vegas or in certain communities; we have to help change their minds. We have to
continue to show them examples of people like me who grew up on the Westside, on J Street in
the Housing Authority. I'm not embarrassed to tell people I'm a poster child for the projects.
It's okay because I think kids would see me and say, you used to live over there? Absolutely. I
went and knocked on the door of a couple of places that we lived in just to say I don't want
anything, I don't even want to come in and inspect your house, but I just want you to know I
used to live here.
Wow.
And they go, you lived here? Yes.
That's wonderful. That's wonderful. I really appreciate your time.
Thank you. You got it.
[End of recorded interview]
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APPENDIX
List of accomplishments and boards as of 2014.
Las Vegas Review-Journal article by Chris Saldana, Lawrence Weekly is Newest Clark County
Commissioner. Jan. 29, 2007
Las Vegas Review-Journal article by Kristi Jourdan, Clark County commissioner finds family
roots after 46 years. March 5, 2012
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From Mr. Weekly's County Commissioner web page:
Accomplishments
•
•

Co-founded Camp Brotherhood Youth Camp in 1999
Founded the Las Vegas Chapter of the Kappa Leadership League, a mentoring
program for young males operated under the auspices of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc.

Responsibilities
As a Clark County commissioner, Lawrence also serves on the following boards:
•
•

Chairman - University Medical Center
Chairman - Liquor & Gaming Licensing

•

Vice Chair - Las Vegas Convention and Visitor's Authority
- Las Vegas Convention and Visitor's Authority

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Member - Family & Juvenile Justice Services Policy and Fiscal Affairs Board
Member - Workforce Connections Board
Alternate Member - Southern Nevada District Board of Health
Advisor - Clark County School District Partnership Program
Las Vegas Valley Water District
Clark County Water Reclamation District
Clark County Redevelopment Agency
National Association of Counties (NACo)
Nevada Commission on Aging
Las Vegas Audit/Oversight Committee
National League of Cities Community & Economic Development Committee
Nevada League of Cities - Youth Advisory Council
Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition
Southern Nevada Gang Task Force
Local Law Enforcement Advisory Commission
"Power to End Stroke" Committee
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
United States Tennis Association (USTA)
Clark County Debt Management Commission

16

